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NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

Wilson to gather public input on growth

?
i Andy Humbles, ahumbles@tennessean.com 5:18 p.m. CST March 1. 2016
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Wilson County plans to hold several meetings to update its comprehensive plan as projections
anticipate continued growth.(Photo: File)

The Wilson County Planning Department has scheduled four community meetings to share
information on growth projections and gain public input to update its comprehensive plan.

The last comprehensive plan update was in 1990, Planning Director Tom Brashear said. Wilson
County is at just over 131,000 residents, according to 2015 figures. The 2040 population is bei ng
estimated at more than 222,000 residents, according to a study by the Woods and Poole research
firm that Brashear said was conducted in 2013-14.

The meeting schedule is:

6-8 p.m. Thursday, Carroll-Oakland Elementary School, 4664 Hunters Point Pike, Lebanon,

6-8 p.m. Tuesday. Gladeville Elementary, 8840 Stewarts Ferry Pike, Mt. Juliet.

6-8 p.m., March 10, Watertown City Hall, 8630 Sparta Pike, Watertown.

6-8 p.m. March 15, Lakeview Elementary, 6211 Saundersville Road, Mt. Juliet.

Reach Andy Humbles at 615-726-5939 and on Twitter @AndyHumbles.
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1/1 Wilson County planning director |'om Brashear, right, and Lebanon City councilor Lanny Jewell, left, talk with a citizen
during Thursday’s listening session at Carroll-Oakland Elementary School to discuss the county’s future growth.

WATERTOWN

Growth plan talks hit Watertown

KIMBERLY JORDAN = MAR 12, 2016 AT 2:00 'V
kjordan@lebanondemocrat.com 615-444-3952, e, 44
Watertown citizens were invited Thursday to view plans for county growth as part of a series of

meetings conducted by the Wilson County Planning Office.

County Planner Tom Brashear shared several statistics with the group, including projected
population numbers, current areas where growth is expected and things the county is looking at
the help control that growth in its new growth plan. Brashear said he was pleased to see so many
people turn out for the presentation despite the inclement weather.

“The long and short of it is, growth is coming. We’ve had significant countywide growth since
1970. Mt. Juliet wasn’t even a city then. [It was incorporated in 1972.]”

The county is looking at a new growth plan after seeing population projections that Wilson
County could have more than 204,000 residents by the year 2035. Brashear said the growth plans

came about as part of a state mandate in 2001.
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“The state mandated all cities get together and agree on a growth plan to settle annexation

disputes.” he said.

This led to the establishment of “growth boundaries™ for each of the cities in a given county,
which are areas each city identified as places that they would like to expand in the future. The
last renegotiation of growth boundaries in Wilson County was requested by the city of Mt. Juliet

in 2011.

Several residents had concerns regarding the Watertown water and sewer issues hindering
growth. One attendee said “One of the things that bothers me is around here we have sites that

don’t perk, and we’re never going to grow without adequate water.”

Another attendee, a local pastor, asked Brashear what the prospect of housing development

looked like for Watertown.
“Are there any subdivisions or anything like that in the works,” he asked.

Brashear said he felt growth would come to Watertown soon because “people are going to be
attracted to this beautiful school you have up here. You’ve got a great pastoral setting that will

attract residents. There’s a lot to like about Watertown.”
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